
 
 



THE PLANETARY SOCIETY & BETCHART EXPEDITIONS INC. 

GALAPAGOS ISLANDS 
LUNAR ECLIPSE EXPEDITION 

May 11-20, 2022 

Come join us for 8 days and 7 nights in Galapagos, and see the Total Lunar Eclipse over the Galapagos Islands 
on board the comfortable, 100-passenger M/V Galapagos Legend. See the Lunar Eclipse on May 15, 2022, and 
discover the  night sky and constellations in this remote wilderness, with leadership by popular Planetary 
Society astronomer Dr. Tyler Nordgren. 

The Galapagos itinerary includes: 
• The sea lions of sandy Mosquera Islet 
• The brown volcanic sands of Port Egas on          

Santiago Island 
• The red sands of Rabida Island, home to sea 

lions, Galapagos finches, mockingbirds, and   
a forest of Palo Santo trees 

• Exposed coral at Urbina Bay due to a 
geologic uplift in 1954 

• A pirate hideout, Tagus Cove, also visited 
by Charles Darwin in 1835 

• Snorkeling at Punta Espinosa with 
Galapagos penguins, marine iguanas and 
flightless cormorants. 

• Galapagos Tortoises at the highlands reserve 
on Santa Cruz Island 

• A walk to the top of Bartolome Island to 
discover Pinnacle Rock 

• The cliffs of South Plaza island and red-billed tropicbirds 
• North Seymour Island with frigatebirds and blue-footed boobies 
• The Galapagos Tortoise Breeding Center on San Cristobal Island 

Also includes overnight with breakfast in Guayaquil before and after your Galapagos trip, all meals on board 
ship, and excellent Galapagos naturalist guides 

DAILY ITINERARY 

DAY 1         DEPART US – GUAYAQUIL, ECUADOR 
Arrive in Guayaquil, Ecuador and transfer to Hotel (1 night). 

DAY 2         GUAYAQUIL TO GALAPAGOS 
Fly from Guayaquil to Baltra Island. Meet our naturalist guides upon arrival, and transfer to the M/V Galapagos 
Legend (7 nights). 



  
This afternoon we will visit Mosquera Islet.  This tiny low lying islet, covered in coral sand, is between North 
and South Seymour Islands. It is home to a group of sea lions that come to laze on the soft white sand. It is a 
good spot to observe shorebirds as well as herons, lava gulls and boobies. Enjoy snorkeling & optional diving to 
look for sharks, rays and barracudas. 
  
DAY 3         PORT EGAS (SANTIAGO ISLAND) & RABIDA ISLAND 
The brown volcanic sand sets this landing apart from others. Santiago Island is best known for the dramatic 
shoreline where we meet a host of species that chose to live between land and sea. Particular among these are 
the endemic Galapagos fur seals which maintain a small colony at the end of our walk. Other species of note 
include American oystercatchers, sea lions, waders, herons, lava lizards and even Galapagos hawks. An 
optional visit takes us to an abandoned salt mine famous in its day for supplying salt to mainland Ecuador. 
 
Rabida Island lies at the heart of the archipelago.  This dramatic island, with its distinctive red-sand beach, is 
home to sea lions, mockingbirds, finches, endemic Galapagos doves and vermillion flycatchers. A walk takes us 
through a forest of Palo Santo and cacti to a beautiful overview of the bay. Snorkeling here can be excellent, 
often with large schools of endemic black-striped salemas, sea lions, and the ubiquitous turtles. 
  
DAY 4         ISABELA ISLAND (URBINA BAY & TAGUS COVE) 
From Urbina Bay, we will walk inland to discover the large blocks of coral that lie completely exposed after a 
dramatic geological uplift in 1954. Located at the western base of Alcedo Volcano we hope to run into a few 
land iguanas as well as some of the volcano’s endemic Galapagos Giant Tortoises. 
 
Tagus Cove was a well-known hideout and deep water anchorage in the days of pirates,  It was also one of the 
sites visited by Charles Darwin and the HMS Beagle in 1835. A beautiful hike leads us past an overview of 
Darwin Lake and on to a stunning volcanic landscape which reveals Isabela island’s dramatic northern 
volcanoes. Once back at sea level the perfect activity is to snorkel along a submerged wall with turtles, lots of 
fish, penguins and potentially flightless cormorants. You might even be tempted by a panga ride or kayak! 
 
We’ll have an Eclipse talk this evening in preparation for tomorrow’s Lunar Eclipse. 

 
DAY 5         FERNANDINA & ISABELA ISLANDS  
  & LUNAR ECLIPSE 
Fernandina is the youngest island in Galapagos and one of the most 
pristine. It is the marine iguana capital of the world. The desolate 
volcanic backdrop is home to a huge concentration of these enigmatic 
reptiles. Galapagos penguins share the same shoreline. Here we also 
have the exciting opportunity to snorkel with marine iguanas feeding 
underwater, and with penguins, turtles, and flightless cormorants. 
 

Punta Vicente Roca (Isabela Island) is a spectacular site, surrounded by the immense cliffs of Isabela Volcano. 
Studded with resting sea birds such as brown noddies and Nazca boobies, we will enjoy them in close proximity 
from our dinghies. Snorkeling here is superb, with some fish species only found in the western part of the 
Galapagos archipelago. We may also have a chance to swim with penguins and potentially a plethora of green 
turtles. 
 
This evening, we’ll see the Total Lunar Eclipse in this spectacular setting. 
 
DAY 6            SANTA CRUZ & BARTOLOME ISLANDS  
Today we will explore the Highlands Tortoise Reserve on Santa Cruz Island..  We’ll also look for tree and 
ground finches, vermillion flycatchers, Galapagos flycatchers, yellow warblers, and cattle egrets (usually 



standing on a tortoise). The journey to the reserve offers great opportunities to see the contrasts that the island 
offers and the variety of ecosystems. The road goes from the coast through the agricultural zone and straight up 
to the dense humid forests. Often Galapagos Giant Tortoises are also seen on the way, wandering through 
pastures in the paddocks. This spot is a birdwatchers haven, since almost every land bird present on the island 
lives or migrates here. 

Later we’ll explore Bartolome Island, the most iconic landscape of the entire archipelago.   The view from the 
top of Bartolome overlooks famous Pinnacle Rock and austere Santiago Island beyond.  It is well worth the 
climb up the wooden boardwalk. This volcanic scene has often been likened to a lunar landscape. Our snorkel 
here might put us face-to-face with Galapagos penguins, white-tipped reef sharks and playful sea lions. 

DAY 7         SOUTH PLAZA & NORTH SEYMOUR ISLANDS  
Sea lions, swallow-tailed gulls and land iguanas are all present at the 
landing site on South Plaza Island. This small island is covered with a 
carpet of a red succulent and Opuntia cacti. At the cliff edge, we spend 
time watching birds fly past at eye level in the updraft. These include 
frigatebirds, flocks of Galapagos shearwaters and displaying red-billed 
tropicbirds. Back at sea level, we once again encounter land iguanas, 
some of which have hybridized with their resident marine cousins. 
 
North Seymour Island is an important spot to see both magnificent and 

great frigatebird males courting the females by clicking, bill-clapping, shuddering and flapping their wings, all 
while showing off their grossly inflated, bright red, gular pouch. We will also likely see courting blue-footed 
boobies displaying their unique feet while dancing to a prospective mate. Sea lions, swallow-tailed gulls, 
crashing surf and distant views of Daphne Island top off a great visit. 

DAY 8         SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND (PUNTA PITT & CERRO BRUJO) 
Sea lions will greet us as we land on the beach and prepare for our climb to a high point on the steep eroded tuff 
cone of Punta Pitt. This is the only place in the islands where we will enjoy the chance to see all three booby 
species in the same place. The red-foots will be perched on the Cordia lutea and small trees, the Nazca boobies 
on the ground near the cliff edge, while the blue-footed boobies will be a little further inland. Frigatebirds will 
be all around and the views are breathtaking. 

We will explore Cerro Brujo this afternoon.  As we head to shore in our pangas, we are humbled by the 
immensity of the stunning cliffs of Sorceress Hill. We can enjoy simply sharing the beach with sea lions, 
snorkeling from shore, or taking a walk to a hidden lagoon where we might spot blacknecked stilts, ruddy 
turnstones, whimbrels and white-cheeked pintails. 

  
DAY 9          SAN CRISTOBAL - GUAYAQUIL 
In the moist highlands of San Cristobal we will visit the Giant Tortoise 
Breeding Center La Galapaguera to witness the most iconic creature of  
the archipelago in its various life stages. The tortoises wander in a semi-
natural habitat which lends itself to good photographic opportunities.  
The aim of the reserve is to help restore populations of the threatened San 
Cristobal tortoise into the wild. After the visit you will go to San Cristobal 
Airport for their return flight to Guayaquil. Hotel (1 night). 
  

DAY 10          GUAYAQUIL - HOME 
Having had a tremendous journey, we fly from Guayaquil to Miami with connecting flights home. 



COSTS & CONDITIONS 
  
Questions, Reservations, Deposits, and Payments: To reserve your place on the Galapagos Islands Lunar 
Eclipse Expedition with the Planetary Society, May 11 - 20, 2022, please phone Terri or Taunya at Betchart 
Expeditions Inc. (800) 252-4910 or email: betchartterri@gmail.com or betcharttaunya@gmail.com. 
  
Please mail the reservation form and your deposit check for $1,000 per person to: Betchart Expeditions 
Inc., 17050 Montebello Road, Cupertino, CA 95014. The final payment is due January 10, 2022. 
  
Expedition Fees:   Prices are per person twin share + air + Galapagos national park entry & migration card + 
optional activities (scuba/kayak, wet suit rental). 
  
____  $7,600 in Balcony Suites, per person twin share 
____  $6,890 in Junior Suites, per person twin share 
____  $6,020 in Standard Plus cabins, per person twin share 
 
Airfare: Airfare from your hometown to/from Galapagos is an additional cost.  International airfare: 
Miami/Guayaquil RT is approx. $650, and internal group airfare is $520 Guayaquil/Galapagos, RT. 
  
• Single supplement 50% additional.  
• Triples: 25% discount for third person with two full paying guests in same cabin.   
• Galapagos national park entry & migration card $120. 
  
Optional activities:   
• Scuba Diving if desired $325 per half day.  
• Kayaking $30 per use. 
• Wet suit rental $50 per person. 
  
Expedition Fee Includes:  Seven nights shipboard accommodations twin share in Galápagos; two nights 
accommodations twin share at hotel in Guayaquil with breakfast; all meals aboard ship; excursions in 
Galapagos;  group airport transfers by hotel shuttle or taxi; entrance fees; leadership, administration. 
  
Expedition Fee Does Not Include:  Air fare quoted separately from your home to Guayaqule, RT, and 
Guayaquil/Galapagos RT, lunch or dinner in Guayaquil; gratuities to expedition leader, naturalist guides, and 
ship’s crew; personal items such as laundry, alcoholic beverages; beverages at meals; snacks, personal 
insurance; or scuba diving or other optional activities. 
   
What to Expect:  This expedition is for travelers who would like to explore the Galapagos Islands and see the 
Total Lunar Eclipse, May 15, 2022.  Enjoy leadership by excellent local naturalists and popular Planetary 
Society astronomer Dr. Tyler Nordgren.  Travel on board the100-passenger M/V Galapagos Legend for 7 nights 
and 8 days.  Explore the islands on foot or by bus to the tortoise reserves, with frequent panga rides to discover 
wildlife and scenic locations from the water. Enjoy snorkeling and swimming with penguins or other wildlife.  
Optional diving will be available. It is highly likely we can see the Lunar Eclipse, though there is some 
possibility that it will be obscured by clouds or fog.  This expedition is an excellent opportunity for an 
adventurous traveler who enjoys the camaraderie of exploring with a like-minded group. No smoking in 
vehicles, during lectures, or meals please. 
  
Reservations, Deposits & Payments:  To reserve a place on this expedition, please mail a deposit of $1,000 
per person with the completed reservation form.   Balance of land fee is due 120 days before departure (1/10 
2022). 
  
Cancellations & Refunds:  Deposit is refundable less $100 per person until 120 days before departure. Within 
120 days of departure, payments are not refundable. Trip cancellation insurance will be offered. There are no 
refunds for unused meals or other expedition features. 
  



 

 



- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut off & mail - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
RESERVATIONS                                                                                                                                         
                                             #1650 PS 
  
YES!   I/We want to join the Galapagos Islands Lunar Eclipse Expedition, May 11 -20, 2022 offered by 
Betchart Expeditions Inc. & the Planetary Society.  Please reserve _____ space(s).   As a deposit, I/we have 
enclosed a check for $___________ ($1,000 per person), payable to Betchart Expeditions Inc. Trust Account. 
  
Name _________________________________________________ Age________________ 
  
Name _________________________________________________ Age ________________ 
  
Street Address ______________________________________________________________ 
  
City __________________________________________ State _______ Zip _____________ 
  
Phone: _________________________ Email ______________________________________ 
 
  
Please reserve _______ double  ______twin or ______ single accommodations. 
Please indicate choice of cabin category in order of preference: 
 
1st choice: _________________________        2nd choice: _____________________________ 
 
  
_______Please send information about the Optional Peru & Machu Picchu Pre-Trip, May 5 - 11, 2022. 
 
Please mail to:           Galapagos Islands Planetary Society 2022 
                         Betchart Expeditions Inc. 
                         17050 Montebello Road 
                         Cupertino, CA 95014-5435 
  
 
Responsibility:   Betchart Expeditions Inc. acts only as agent for the passenger with respect to transportation and hotels 
and exercises every care possible.  Betchart can assume no liability for injury, damage, delay, loss, accident, or 
irregularity in connection with the services of any airplane, ship, motorcoach, or any other conveyance used in carrying 
out the arrangements of the tour.   Operation of M/V Galapagos Legend is solely the responsibility of  Go Galapagos 
Kleintours. Betchart Expeditions Inc. cannot accept any responsibility for losses or additional expenses due to delay or 
changes in air or other services, sickness, weather, strike, war, terrorism, quarantine, acts of God, or other causes beyond 
our control.  All such losses or expenses will have to be borne by the passenger, as tour rates provide for arrangements 
only for the time stated.  We reserve the right to substitute another leader of similar expertise or to cancel any tour prior to 
departure in which case the entire payment will be refunded with no further obligation on our part. The right is also 
reserved to decline to accept or retain any person as a member of the tour. No refund will be made for the unused portion 
of any tour unless arrangements are made in sufficient time to avoid penalties. The price of the program is based on 
current tariffs and rates, and is subject to change.  Any tariff, exchange rate, or fuel increases will be passed on to 
participants.  Baggage is carried at the owner’s risk entirely.  It is understood that the air ticket when issued shall 
constitute the sole contract between the passenger and the airline concerned.  The airlines concerned are not to be held 
responsible for any act, omission, or event during the time passengers are not on board their plane or conveyance.          
Photos courtesy of Wikipedia Commons & Margaret Betchart. 
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